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Dr. Joy Butler is a professor in the Department of Curriculum and Pedagogy

at UBC, Vancouver. She is Chair of the Health, Outdoor and Physical Education
(HOPE) programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels including two-year
M.Ed Cohorts for Health, Outdoor and Physical Experiential Education (HOPE-Ed).

Joy’s research and teaching have developed around constructivism, complexity
thinking, situated ethics and community wellness. She is active in international
scholarship, organization, and advocacy for Teaching Games for Understanding
(TGfU). She has been invited to give presentations and workshops on TGfU in many
different countries, including Finland, Singapore, Australia, Spain, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, UK and Colombia. Dr. Butler’s research interests and international work have
translated into the expansion of graduate and undergraduate PE programs at UBC.

Why is it important to be connected to the PHE Canada Research Council?

Constructivist educators believe that human beings learn best when they work with others on meaningful tasks and
challenges, and this has been a guiding principle for my work. Even the most elite athletes are nurtured and informed by
their teams, their coaching community, and their families. Schools offer students the chance to belong to various
learning collectives, such as teams, groups, or classes. In scholarship, action research brings together teachers and
researchers in joint investigation of both practical and theoretical questions. PHE Canada offers a forum for all these
discussions as it brings teacher educators, researchers and graduate students together in an overarching community of
practice.
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